
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- February 1 5 ,  1967 

Appeal No. 9100 Bessie A.  L u t t r e l l ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and c a r r i e d ,  w i th  M r .  
W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh a b s t a i n i n g  and M r .  Samuel Sc r ivene r ,  Jr. 
a b s e n t ,  t h e  fo l lowing  Order w a s  en t e r ed  a t  t h e  meeting of t h e  
Board on March 28, 1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - A p r i l  17 ,  1967 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  appea l  f o r  permiss ion t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  eleemosynary 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  2659 Woodley Road, NW., l o t  7 ,  square  2108, be 
d i smissed  f o r  t h e  r ea sons  h e r e i n a f t e r  s t a t e d  : 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an R-3 zoning 
d i s t r i c t .  

( 2 )  The Florence C r i t t e n t o n  Home and H o s p i t a l ,  Inc .  s eeks  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a home f o r  unwed mothers a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty .  
A s o c i a l  case worker and husband and a  maximum of f o u r  unwed 
mothers w i l l  l i v e  i n  t h e  home. No i n f a n t s  w i l l  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  
bu i ld ing .  

( 3 )  The Board t a k e s  n o t i c e  t h a t  under Sec t ion  1202 of t h e  
Zoning Regula t ions ,  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of f ami ly  i nc ludes  "no t  more 
than  s i x  persons  who are n o t  s o  r e l a t e d ,  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  as a 
s i n g l e  housekeeping u n i t ,  u s i n g  c e r t a i n  rooms a n d  housekeeping 
f a c i l i t i e s  i n  common . . . ." 

( 4 )  The reques ted  home f o r  unwed mothers comes w i t h i n  t h e  
a f o r e s a i d  d e f i n i t i o n  of f ami ly  conta ined  i n  Sec t ion  1202 of t h e  
Zoning Regulat ions .  (See l e t t e r  d a t e d  March 22, 1967 from t h e  
Execut ive  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Florence C r i t t e n t o n  Home and H o s p i t a l ,  
which states t h a t  t h e  home " i s  planned as a s y n t h e t i c  fami ly  u n i t ,  
s t r u c t u r e d  t o  provide a l i v i n g  p l an  f o r  young women i n  l a te  
adolescence o r  e a r l y  adul thood.  A marr ied couple  i n  t h e i r  l a te  
middle y e a r s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  i n  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  and i n  
t h e  m i n i s t r y  would be house p a r e n t s ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  upkeep 



maintenance and family atmosphere, the same as natural parents," 
and testimony in transcript.) 

(5) There was opposition to this request at the public 
hearing. The Woodley Park Community Association opposed the 
granting of this appeal. 

(6) The record contains letters in favor of and in 
opposition to the application. 

(7) By letter dated March 27, 1967 (See Exhibit No. la), 
the National Capital Planning Commission recommends disapproval 
of the subject appeal because it would be "essentially a rooming 
and boarding house . . . which is not permitted in an R-3- 
District . . . The Commission is of the further opinion that 

. the proposed use would be detrimental to the neighborhood. . ." 
OPINION: 

The Board is of the opinion that the proposed use, limited 
as it is, falls within the definition of family in the Zoning 
Regulations and that, consequently, the home may be established 
as a matter of right and without approval of the Board of Zoning 
Adjustment. Thus, the Board need not reach a decision on the 
original request to establish the home as an eleemosynary 
organization. 

The appeal is therefore dismissed, without decision on 
the merits, as having been uncessarily filed. 


